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IN THE BEGINNINGé
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ASSESSING THE LANDSCAPE



WHERE TO START?
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TEAM

I canôt do this on my own.

RETHINK COMMITTEE FIND STORIES

We need priorities and action. I canôt depend on what there is.



BUILDING ON PERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS
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ñThe Vice-President University Relations 
develops recognition, support and 
commitment for the University of 
Waterlooôs teaching and research 

mandate with the ultimate goals of 
ensuring a strong positive public profile. .ò

UNIVERSITY RELATIONS WEBSITE



SIX MONTHS LATER
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RE-ASSESSING THE LANDSCAPE



MEET RYON JONES

Á Celebrated journalist

Á Experience on campus

Á 1 of the press releases landed us in the Globe and 
Mail before he joined our team

In less than 2 months

Á Nearly a release a week

Á Trained 3 professors before interviews

Á Increased the number of expert advisories

Á Finding new stories beyond the list from Central
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COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER, MEDIA



OCTOBER 2019



CHALLENGES AHEAD
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WHERE TO START?
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SUSTAINABLE STORY PIPELINE

We need to find more. We need to know 
before theyôre published.

HIGH IMPACT STORY IDEAS PROACTIVE APPROACHES

We need to focus on stories that tie to 
topics often in the news.

We need to get there first.


